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First Presbyterian Church 
Worship/Annual Meeting Service 
Sunday, January 24, 2010 
 
·  Attendance:  41 
·  Notice of Annual Meeting occurred via two e-mail notices, website edition and two Sunday service 

announcements.  Annual reports were provided in the sanctuary and through the website. 
 
Pastor Galan (and moderator) led the congregation into worship with the call to order for the annual 
meeting at 11:10 a.m.  A slide show celebrating events from 2009 was shared. 
 
The Call to Worship, signaled through a ring of the singing bowl, was led by Emily and Mikayla Knight 
singing “Come Spirit” accompanied by Kasha Grisley with the congregation joining in. 
 
The minutes from the 2008 Annual Meeting were read and approved at the February 2009 Session meeting.  
Emily Knight moved, second by Pat Chakalis to waive the reading of the minutes during the 2009 Annual 
Meeting.  Motion carried. 
 
Joys and Concerns were then shared followed by the Gospel Lesson—Luke 4:14-21.  The message 
provided the clarity of Jesus’ purpose as provided in a scroll to proclaim the year of his favor.  The Pastor 
asked the congregation to reflect on the question, “Which word from this passage is speaking to you?” 
 
The Old Testament message from Neh. 8:9-10 was then read.  The Pastor offered “imagine a world without 
stories.”  She introduced the sermon, “Unrolling the Word.”  Session members unrolled the First 
Presbyterian scroll from 2009 which included:  Wailing Wall, Sunflowers, People in Mission, Toast for a 
Change, 2012, Color Us Bold, and Unbinding the Gospel.  God’s story was unrolled through us from this 
past year. 
 
The congregation then broke into groups according to the titles above that they participated in or were 
familiar with from 2009.  The Session leaders led their participants in reflection questions from these 
events and submitted responses on small scrolls.  The spirit has anointed us to a purpose greater than… 

·  chosen us to serve one another 
·  chosen us to share in joys, concerns and prayer 
·  chosen us to work, reach out, serve and build relationships 
·  chosen us to bring beauty and growth in our spiritual lives 
·  chosen us to share and focus on how God is present in our daily lives 

 
Each scroll was placed in the communion bowl.  Amen. 
 
Emily Knight and Scott Crumb reported on the Nominating Committee and presented the elders for 
Session—Jane Smith and Jean Stein for first terms.  With no nominations from the floor, Kasha Grisley 
motioned, second by Emily Knight to receive Jane Smith and Jean Stein for Session elders.  Motion 
carried. 
 
Next Georgia Christ, first term and Cindy Work, second term were presented for deacons.  With no 
nominations from the floor, Emily Knight moved, second by Norm Loomis to receive Georgia Christ and 
Cindy Work as Deacons.  Motion carried. 
 



 

 

Provided for congregational information only is Ken Masker, Genemarie VanWagner and Betty Chivers 
who volunteered to review and approve People in Mission Grant funding applications. 
The Pastor opened the floor for four nominations or volunteers for the 2010 Nominating Committee with 
one member each from Session and Deacons to be determined.  Members volunteering are:  Ken Masker, 
Norm Loomis and Laura Magin.  Jack Galan was nominated and accepted.  Billie Lochner moved, second 
by Jane Smith to receive the 2010 Nominating Committee as presented.  Motion carried. 
 

The Pastor then opened the floor for questions/suggestions for Sessions’ attention in 2010 before the Prayer 
of Thanksgiving and Intercession was given.  They included: 

1. For the Session to look into other options for investing the Posner Bequest funds.  The Pastor shared 
that with the assistance of the church treasurer, the best options were sought through certificate of 
deposits and money market accounts. 

2. Concern that the Buildings and Grounds Committee should be reinstated.  The Pastor shared that 
tasks given to the B&G committee previously were now being funneled through the Admin Team 
and assigned to the designated seasonal team and the two Go To team members.  It is felt by all 
involved that the process is working well. 

3. Another member offered reflection to find balance and spiritual growth, while being challenged to 
learn new things. 

4. Concern raised regarding the absence of the Christian Education program.  The Pastor shares the 
same concern and provided that a solution to this concern has not been found. 

 

Trudy DeWitte provided the Personnel Committee Report.  She shared accolades for our Church Secretary 
who is also our Financial Secretary and our dependable church Cleaner.  Appreciation was displayed 
through hand clapping for our organist Gerrit Hospers who has provided music in worship for 70 years. 
 

The Pastor’s compensation package was then shared.  The Pastor's Effective Cash Salary in 2009 is 
$36,400.  The compensation package also includes $14,905 benefits for pension, death and disability and 
medical coverage, $1,000 for Continuing Education, a $2,000 automobile allowance and a $500 book 
allowance.  Although the Personnel Committee recommends a 3% increase in the pastor's compensation for 
2010, the pastor requests two additional weeks of vacation, including Sundays, in lieu of a cash salary 
increase. 
 

The committee recommends to the congregation: 
·  That the pastor's Effective Cash Salary and benefits remain at the 2009 amounts listed above  
·  That two additional weeks of vacation, including Sundays, be granted, in lieu of a cash salary 

increase 
 

Kasha Grisley excused the Pastor (and Jack Galan) and addressed the congregation to seek any discussion 
of the Pastor’s compensation package.  With no discussion from the floor and with the recommendation 
coming from the Personnel Committee, the congregation voted unanimously to accept the package as 
received. 
 

Following the business portion of the service, Janet Maitland on flute and Kasha Grisley on piano provided 
a lovely duet entitled, “Little Lamb.” 
 

The Pastor then presented the charge to the congregation and closed the service at 12:20 p.m.  The 
congregation then enjoyed a luncheon in the Parish Hall. 
 

Respectfully submitted: 
 

Marybeth Masker Rev. Cheryl D. Galan  
Clerk of Session  Pastor 



 

 

Clerk of Session Report 
 

Membership Statistics  2008  2009 2010 
     
Number of Members Jan 1  107 104 103 
     

Members Received:     

Profession of Faith  0 0 0 
Letter of Transfer  1 1 0 
Affirmation of Faith  0 0 0 
Reaffirmation of Faith  2 1 0 
Moved from Inactive Status H. Beck 0 1 1 
     
Members Dismissed:     

Death  1 2 0 
Letter of Transfer  0 0 0 
Transfer To Inactive Roll  5 2 0 
Dismissed By Request  0 0 0 
Dismissed Unable To Locate  0 0 0 
     
Number of Members Dec 31  104 103 104 
     
Other:     

Baptisms Adult  0 0 0 
Baptisms Infant/Child  1 1 0 
Confirmation Class  0 0 0 

Weddings at which the pastor officiated LaFave/Crumb, 
Becker/Davis 

0 2 2 

Reaffirmation of Wedding Vows – pastor 
officiating 

 0 0 0 

Funerals at which the 
Pastor officiated M. Pitts 1 3 1 

     
Mission Opportunities     

Labyrinth Project Congregation  36 4/27 27 
Labyrinth Project Community  103 5/46 17 
WorkCamp Congregation  10 9 14 
WorkCamp Community  2 2 5 
New Orleans Hurricane Relief Congregation  14 8 8 
New Orleans Hurricane Relief Community  15 15 12 
Food Pantry Volunteers  6 6 6 
Clothing Closet Volunteers  7 5 5 
Presbytery Mission Trip Participants  2 0 0 
Caring for Life VanWagner, C. 0 1 1 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Service 
Team/Leaders 

 
 

26 30 

Alcoholics Anonymous     
Christmas Star Program   30 30 
     
     
Attendance     

Worship (average)  42 41 40 
Christian Education (average) # participating  20   
Unbinding the Gospel   13 51 

 
Respectfully submitted: 

January 23, 2011 
Marybeth Masker, Clerk of Session �
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Personnel Committee Report 2010 

Committee: Trudy DeWitte, Janet Maitland, Marilee Zayed and Pat Chakalis  
 

Pastor: Rev. Cheryl D. Galan  
 
This year, five congregational members (1 Session, 1 Deacon, 1 youth and 2 from Congregation at Large) 
provided reflections for Pastor Cheryl’s annual review.  
 
Cheryl is greatly appreciated for her innovative and thoughtful approaches to creating spiritual energy.  
She is recognized as a spiritual guide and deeply respected for her passionate and sincere love of God and 
Jesus Christ and for her leadership in helping us to practice our faith in meaningful ways.  2010 marked 
significant shift to our congregational leadership as Cheryl worked to clarify roles and to support leaders 
in investing in areas that are crucial to the vitality of the church – such as mission, evangelism, and even 
maintaining strong administrative processes.   Cheryl is committed to our community through College 
Moms, Face book blogs, NOLA mission and labyrinth missions.  Her connections with the Geneva 
Presbytery are fantastic, and the coaching that was introduced has been and continues to be extremely 
helpful as we transform.   
 
The past year has been strong in new formation, and has presented challenges in ongoing leadership 
definition, priorities, and in terms of how we move forward together.  There is renewed energy to enhance 
our music, focus on faith rather then work, and a building urgency to rebuild the youth into our 
congregational identity.   A focus on technology and REACH 2012 will be very important in the coming 
year.    Overall, we celebrate Cheryl’s presence with us and greatly appreciate her passion, dedication and 
faithfulness in her service to God, the community, and to the congregation.   
 
Organist: Gerrit Hospers 
 
After many years of service, Gerrit continues to offer his gifts to the congregation nearly every Sunday.  
He prefers the older hymns, and enjoys sharing the traditional organ music that is best shared with the 
traditional hymns. He is passionate that an organ’s interpretations of the hymns are very important to the 
worship experience. 
 
Church Secretary/Financial Secretary: Maria Bennett 
 
Maria has continued to perform very well in her responsibilities as our church secretary in 2010.   She 
appreciates the flexibility and has been very productive for our church.  She loves to problem solve and 
streamline, and has been successful in supporting the website and financial secretarial duties.   Her 
relational gifts are much appreciated by all who interface with her. Maria’s job responsibilities have 
grown more complex and critical to the church since her hiring. She has increased her scope to include the 
financial secretary and web-site manager – which are both crucial to our church and require an increased 
set of work skills. 
 
Cleaner: Tammie Bixby 
 
Tammie continues to be our church cleaner after many years of service.  The hours currently budgeted are 
sufficient to complete her job. She asked us to identify any areas of new focus for her as she is not pushed 
to the max to complete the current checklist.   She is appreciative of the job flexibility, as it fits well into 
her schedule as she works towards her nursing degree.  We are very fortunate to have such a dependable 
and responsible person as our church cleaner.  



 

  



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

The Janet Posner Bequest Summary 2010 
 

In 2008, the church received a bequest from the estate of Janet Porray Posner, in the amount of $236,000.  
The Session acted immediately to retire a remaining debt of $53,167 from capital improvements to the 
church buildings.    The bequest balance was invested in Certificates of Deposit, while a church-wide 
process of discernment was initiated.  Input regarding possible uses for these funds was sought from the 
congregation.  The Session and Core team prayerfully considered these suggestions alongside the 
framework of congregational transformation that guides our priorities and mission.  A set of criteria for 
evaluating specific proposals was developed.  By action of the Session, Bequest funds will not be used 
for church operating expenses.  The funds will be used to support initiatives that are aligned with our 
priorities and mission, and for which there is congregational energy to put alongside the funds.   To date, 
the following expenditures have been made: 
 
Capital/Building Improvements 
 

Retirement of Debt        $53,167 
Parking Lot          $31,870 
 
From bequest interest:  
 Conversion of Parish Hall heating system    $ 2,332 
 
In addition, the exterior of the church building was painted, using bequest funds (both interest and 
principal) and funds donated through a special ‘Paint Can Offering’.    The total cost for painting the 
church was $13,690.  Funds borrowed from bequest principal have now been re-paid in full, using 
insurance annuity funds received by the church in 2010. 
 
Financial Support of Mission 
 

Special Mission Gift to the Presbytery of South Louisiana               $ 5,000 
People in Mission Fund ($35,000 allocated) 
 New Orleans Mission 2010                  $ 3,179 
 Cat VanWagner, Caring for Life                  $    300 
            Reach WorkCamp 2010                  $ 2,755 
 
A Task Force is now gathering information for bequest funding in the category of Congregational 
Ministry Initiatives:  new audio, visual, recording and display equipment in the sanctuary.  It is hoped that 
new equipment will enhance the congregation’s experience of worship and will facilitate sharing our 
message more widely, through the church web site.  
 
Bequest Balance Remaining                                      $141,926  
                                                   (includes $4,529 in interest) 
 
 
We are grateful to God for the gift of Janet Posner’s generosity, and for the gifts of every member of the 
congregation, sustaining a vibrant ministry for today, and opening new possibilities for tomorrow. 
 
Madeline McCarty Insurance Annuity 
 

In 2010, the church was the recipient of an insurance annuity, bequeathed by former church member, 
Madeline McCarty.  The annuity, in the amount of $18,408.24 was designated, by Session, to a "Big 
Ticket" Maintenance Fund.  A portion of these funds was used to replenish bequest principal 'borrowed' to 
paint the exterior of the church building, and to build steps and an overhang at the northwest Parish Hall 
entrance.   



 

 

 
 
 

2011 Annual Meeting 
 

MEMORIAL AND ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
 

The money in the Endowment Fund is invested in the New Covenant Fund which is a 
mutual fund family that invests in socially conscious companies. At the end of 2010 
our asset allocation had 83% of our investment in a growth fund and 17% in an 
income fund. There were no capital gains distributions in 2010. 
 

The Endowment Policy says that the annual income (dividends) from the fund shall 
be paid to the Church to be used in specific ways. The income generated in 2009 from 
dividends amounted to $725.68 and was paid to the Church in 2010. The income from 
dividends generated in 2010 is $629.43 and is available to the Church in 2011. 
 

The balance in the Endowment fund at the beginning of 2010 was $49,742.47  The 
balance in the fund at the end of 2010 is $55,249.88 If the $725.68 was not paid out, 
the year end total value would have been $55,975.56 This growth during the year 
represents a 12.53 % increase in value.   
 

Endowment Committee 
Richard Clark 
Marilyn Benedict 
Norm Loomis  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Annual Report 
 

Friends for Fellowship 
 
           
January 1, 2010                         Balance on hand:  $1288.32 
 
 
Income: 
 Offering:                     $48.25 
 Rummage Sales                        1987.68 
 Ham Dinners                            4000.49       
 Memorial Donations                  480.00 
 Birthday                                         7.91 
 Stationary                                      4.00 
  Least Coin                                     1.87 
Total:                                                                  $6530.20 
                                                                        +   1288.32 
                                                                            $7818.52 
 
Expenses: 
 Presbytery: 
    Birthday Offering:        $7.91 
    Camp Whitman 

      Scholarships:           100.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Memorials:                      85.00 

 Mission: 
   Blanket Offering:          25.00 
   Living Waters 
      For the World:            25.00     
   Mexico Trip:               200.00 
   Yarn for Sweaters:        21.60 
 Session:                       4000.00 
 Supplies                         173.61 
Total:                                                             - 4638.12 
                                                                       $3180.40 
 
 
Balance on December 31, 2010: 
           Check book/bank balance:               $3178.53 
           Cash (least coin)                                     $1.87 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 

     
 

���������	
���
�����
�
��� �
 

�

�	��	������
������
�	������	��
��������
�	�������� ������
��
��
�������
�
�	�
�����
� ����������������
�	�����������	!��	��	����� ���������"���	
#�
�

�
�����	$ �
������	��	������	��	��	�
��
�	������
�������%
������ &�
���
 ��	��	�	�
	�����
�	�
�����	��
����
��������#��
���������	����� ��������� �" ��"��
�'()*�����������
�
 	��#�+	����
���	�
���	�	�&	��������������
���	���� �� ������
���	�%��������
����	��
���	�
���
	������&���������������	���������������
� ���	�������	�	�&	�#��
�

�
�!�	��	�$ �

�#  
�	�"���	
��	��	�
�����	����
������
��	����
�	�,	�� ���-��	�
���
	����%��
��
�
%�������
�
�����
���	���������	�
��	&	�����������
� ������������#������	��	��
��&	�"		�����	�%�	�	���
�������
���	.���	����		���� �����	#���

�#  
�	����&	���������
�	��������/�������������
����
�� ������)������	�
��������
�����������	�
����
����������������������������	�� �����������
�&	������
�
�������"���	
#��+	���&	�"		���"�	�
�� ���	��
 ������
�����
	��	!�	��	�����
�
���
�	�#�

(# 
�	��	�������	�����������

	��
������
������������	 )����	���"�	���������
��
)�
�������
�	�%��
	�����
��#��
���)�%	���&	�����	 ��	���	�����	��
"���	
	���������%�����	�&��	�#���

0# ,
����������	��%	�	�����	��	���
����	�
��12�#31��	&	 ��#��
�	��������
�	��	
�� -������� ���
	������ �%�������	��	��
���	�� 	�
�	!������������	��
�	������"���
�	�#�

3# ����4���������&����
����	�" 
	� )�, ���)�����5	�	�� �����	�"� ��	������
�
�"�	#���

6# 
�	�,	���������
���	���
�������
�	�
�
���	��������� ��
�������"	.�	�
�
������������	��
������������
��	�����
	����	#�7����� �����
	����"	.�	�
�
�����)��		�
�	��	����
	��	���
�������	�����
������� �	
#�

*# 
�	������"���	
����%������������
������	������������ ��
�	�����"	
%		��
��	��
����"���	
������	�����"���	
	��	!�	��	�#�+�
� ���	�
�&�
 )�
�	�����	����	��)�������� 	���������	���	�
)�
�	�,	� �������
�����
	��"	����
�"�	�
�����
������&��"�	�����&�"���
������
� ������ �������
���� 	��#���

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
���������	
���

���������
��

���������������������
�

�
����������	
���
��
����������������������������
����� �������������
��
�����������
����
����

����������������������������
���������������������
��� ���
� ��!���������
����
��"!��!��

���������
����!�!���������#������	����
���������������
 � �!��
��
������!!�������
�����
�
���
������������������������!��!������������ ���
��������#�
�
�
�������������
�

$���"������������
�%
�������"�
�����������
��������
� �������
�����!���������������
�������
���"��
���&�����������!�	����& ���� ����������������# ��$���"���
���������������
��
� ��
��������
������
������
��'������������
�
����!������#�����
������� ������������"����!�
�����������
������
���
���#�����������
�������������������������"����� ���
��!������!����������!�������������#���������
����
�����������
��'������������
���&�������� ������
��
 ��"����������������������� �����
�����
���(���������
"��
���������"�
�����"��
���%������������ ��������"�����
�
�!�	������� ����� ��
������#����)�������� ��*�����������������
�%
�������� ����������
����
�����
���������!���
�
��!����
������
�'������������������"�
�
���"���������# �
�
�
��������������������
�

$������������
�������"
�����
+#���
�	�������
����������� ���������"�������������������%����������
����� �����������	
���
�
� #����������
"�!�!������
�
������"��
�
���������
��������
 ������
�����!��
�
���"
������
���

���
�
��
����������!!���������,��"�#� �$������	���!������
����!��������
����
�� ������� ��
����!���
�
���"�������!�
����������
��'��#��$ �����!�������

�������
�"����
��������

��������
������!�������
��������!!��
���"��������
���
�� �
����#��$��������
�����������

�����! ��#��$�������
�������#�-�
�������
������ "!��� ���!�
��
����������
�����!� �������
�����
�%�������������'��#���
�����&
�����
��"
��
����� ���
 � ��������#���
�

$������!!
�
������������� �
���
������!����������
����
��. ����
�������
������ ��
"��#��/�
��"������

���������������
��!���0���
��"������
�����������
���� ����������
����!!��
�
���������
�����!��
�������
������������������
���1������%������������ ����������������
��� #����!"��������"�!���
��
���
��"
���������
���1���������������
���
��
������"!
� 
��
�� ���23���"!
��������1"��
��
���
�����
��������!!����"���%���������
�!����������������� ����������
����!���!������#������
�����
���!!����"��
���!�
����������� ���� �!�����������������#� �$���"����"
���
������ ����
���
�
���
�����������������#��-�& ����!��������������� ���
�� ��
���"���������#�
�

*"�����
����� ��
4�����
�������������� ��
���
���
 ����.��
�	��
�"��������
���
���������
����
����
��
���������������,��"�
�!�
���!!���������"��
� �!��
 �� �!����������"�#��5����,��"�����"�����
�
�������������������
����	������������������������
��� �!����!��
����
� ���
���22���"����!���
��
�����$���	��� �������������
���
�����
����
��������
 "��
�������������
������!����
������
�����
���������
��#�
�



 

 

�
�

�
�������
����	�
�

$����������������"��
����� �
� �������������
���"����� ����#��-�& ���� ����"
����
�������
"����
6�����������7�
�������������"���
��!������
���)������8� !!#�$�������
����!���
�����������"��
�������
�%�����������������������"��
��
���"����������!���#��-� ���
���
����
����!��!����
�����-����
������������

�������
����������������������%������� ������
���!���������!�)������8�!!���

���
�
���������������%�������������'��#��5��	����
�������
"�� �
��"����������!�����������"!��!�����
"����
���
��������������������������
�����������
���
������!!� �����������"���"
1��"�����������
�����
�"����������

������!�������
"�!
�����������"���%��������� ����'��&��!� ������!���
�
��!���9����
���!������
�����������
����������������	������
�����
�� ������������"����
��"����������
�%���������#���
�
�
������ ����
��
�

���:3;3
����!�"�������"������)���!��������������"��
�
 ���	��
��
���,���
�)������5�<"��
#��
$������"��������� ��!��!��6������!���
���7�
������ ��"�!���� �����"����������������������1���
�������
����
������!�#�-�����
��"����"����������
��/���=�!� ���
����������������������
����
��
���
���"
��
��
�����1�������������������������������"� ������
��!�
����8"����������
����#��=���
����"��
��������
�����
����������������
���;33 
� ������������������)��.��
�8���������#��-���!���
�������������"��>2
333�����
����
��
���)�����
������ ���"
����"������
���������
����
���
����� ��������
���2 
� ����� ����������
����"�������#�
�

="�����
����������
��?�����-��	������������������!��
�� �����:3;3
���������!����
���;3�������
������	��������
�����
���#��������� �����������������!��� �
�������
"�����
�������������?�����
���������
����"��!� ��#��������� �������<"�!

����������� �	�����$1����
����������
������,����
*������6������7�����������
���
��
�����������
���#�
�
�
����������������!����
���
�"���������
�

5�������"��������
��!������!����������!�������������
�
�� ���������������������
��	�������"
�

���'�������� ���%���������
����,��"�������
#��-�& ���� �"��
��
�!	����"
����
��������
����
���
��
�������������!�����������"
������+��
����
��
����
��� ������"�����
����
��
�����%
�
������
���#��-�& ��������������
���
�
�����
���?����� -��	��������=�
����
����
����"�����
���:3;:#��$�������
�����&!!��������"�!�����
�����!�
���������
 ��
���!!���!��"������
����
���23�@�A3�
������
������� ��
��� �!"�
������� �������B33�������
� �������#��-�&����%�!������
����������!�
�����
���1���
�������!� �1�
����������������
���"����"��������
 �
�����"����������!���
���	����
��!��
�"�������������	�����$��

���
���������"�������#��-�& ���
�!	�������"
����)���!��������������
���!!�����
��
���!!���!!�����������������C������
����&�
�� ��	��"����������
��"���������������
�����������
�����������
����������������
��������
�
�� �����!������"������"��
�#��� -�
��
���
�
"��
� ����������
�"�
�����!!�'������ ����
������������ ���������
&����!!������������"�����
�
�

��
�������"����"���&�������
��
�'��&��!� ���������!� ��� ����������#�� �
�
 


